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Passive and active voice
Voice: - Voice is a grammatical category which makes it possible to view the action of a sentence in either of two ways, without change in the facts reported.

E.g. she washed the dishes.


The dishes were washed.

In the verb phrase, the difference between the two voice categories is that the passive adds a form of auxiliary Be followed by the past participle of the main verb. 

When we say what people and things do, we use active voice.  


He speaks English. 

When we say what happened to people and things, we use passive voice. 
What is done to them?

Passive formation
A /
The object of an active sentence becomes the subject of the passive. 


Hashmat studies English.   

(Active)


English is studied by Hashmat.  
(Passive)

B / 
We normally use one form of the auxiliary “be” – be ,am ,is ,are, was ,were, have/ has been, had been being, will be –followed by past participle. 
(Be + P.  Participle)

English is studied by Hashmat.



Be + p.p
C /  
The subject of an active sentence becomes part of “by phrase” in the passive sentence.


Hashmat studies English.

(Active)


English is studied by Hashmat. 
(Passive)

D /
The object pronoun of the active sentence gets change to subject pronoun in the passive sentence. 


Hashmat saw me.

(Active)

I was seen by Hashmat. 
(Passive)

Changing passive to active

A /
The object of passive sentence becomes the subject of an active sentence. 


A letter is written by Nawab.


(Passive)

Nawab writes a letter. 


(Active)
B /
The subject pronoun of the passive sentence becomes the object pronoun of the active sentence.


I was seen by her.

(Passive)

She saw me.


(Active)  

By phrase (by)

In a passive clause the agent the person or thing that does or that causes what happened, is usually 

Introduced by a phrase with by. 

The man was killed by rubbers.

Sometimes the preposition with is used in a passive clause to introduce a tool or instrument used by the agent. 


He was killed “by police” with knife.

Reflexive pronouns in passive

Verbs followed by reflexive pronouns cannot be used to passive voice.


I saw myself in the mirror.


Myself was seen in the mirror.      (Incorrect)  

Some verbs are not used in passive 

Not all verbs can have passive forms. Passive structure is impassible with intransitive verbs like die or arrive which cannot have object because there is nothing to become the subject of a

Passive sentence, some transitive verbs are seldom used in the passive most of these are stative 

Verbs which refer to state not action.

Such as 
fit, have, luck, resemble, suit
They had a nice house. 
(Not)
a nice house is had by them.

My shoes don’t fit me. 
(Not)
I am fitted by my shoes.

Uses of passive
When we do not know, who dose/did the action?

Nawroz’s pocket was stolen.

When the doer of the action is unknown or indefinite pronoun, passive is used.



Someone stole my pocket last night.

My pocket was stolen last night. 

“By” cannot be used because the doer is unknown.

When the object is more important than the subject, using passive voice is preferred.


I will meet the president.

The president will be met by me.
When the doer of the action represents a large group of different individual, passive voice is used.

A lot of coffee is grown in Brazil.

By phrase is unnecessary 

Kinds of passive
Imperative passive 
Interrogative passive 

Model passive 

Stative passive 

Causative passive

Imperative passive:
If we faced with an imperative sentence so we use from verb let. 
Example:
Close the door.



Let the door be closed. 

Bring the pen.

Let the pen be brought. 

Speak English all the time. 

Let the English be spoken all the time. 

Exception: 
let’s in suggestion 

In order to change let’s in passive voice should or must are used with be + past participle. 



Let’s eat dinner.



Dinner should be eaten.



Dinner must be eaten.

Interrogative passive: 

This kind of passive is used for asking question about person or thing. In interrogative passive 

We use from question words such as: who, whom, what, when, where, whose, how and why. 
If the active sentence is began with who; the who is changed by whom then place the to be 

Verb according the active tense. 

Who took the pen? 

By whom the book was taken?
If the active question starts with whom, whom is changed to who in passive voice.


Whom did you see?



Who was seen?

If the active question starts with what, what doesn’t change its form.


What have you bought? 



What has been bought? 

If the active question starts with words such as: when, where, why, whose, and how there forms
Are not changed in passive form.
Note: 
If we have interrogative with do, does in present tense we change them into passive by using am, is, and are to interrogative passive form. 

If we have did in interrogative sentence we should change it to was and were.
Model passive 

Active




passive
He will help her.

She will be helped by him. 

He can help her.

She can be helped by him.
He should help her.

She should be helped by him.
He must help her.

She must be helped by him.
He may help her.

She may be helped by him.
He might help her. 

She might be helped by him.
Stative passive:

When the past participle form of the verb is used as an adjective which shows state not an action.
It is called Stative passive. Stative passive express existing state rather than an action.
Stative passive verbs are used to describe the following situation.
Location and position 

Afghanistan is located in the heart of Asia.
Part whole relation 

Korea is divided in two parts.
Connection 

Afghanistan and Uzbekistan are joined by Hairatan Bridge. 

Purpose 

Phone is used to talk with each other 

Manner of method 

Temperature is measured in degree 

Note:
the Stative passive do not have active forms. 

Verb + Obj + Verv

Causative Verbs

A causative verb is used to express the idea that the subject causes the object to do something. There are lots of causative verbs in English Language, but we focus on five common ones which are usually used in daily conversation and writing. 

1- Make: - Make as a causative means (to force, to compel) and it should be followed by object + bare infinitive (infinitive without to).
Ex: Ali was really lazy, so his teacher made him study.

2- Have: - Have as a causative verb means (cause somebody to do something) and it should be followed by object + bare infinitive.
Ex: I have my father buy me a car.

3- Let: - Let as a causative verb means (to permit, to allow) and it should be followed by object + bare infinitive.
Ex: Ahmad’s father let him join the party.

4- Help: - Help as a causative verb means (to aid, to assist) and it can be followed either by full infinitive or bare infinitive.
Ex: I helped that blind old woman (to) cross the street.

5- Get: - Get as a causative verb means (to persuade, to convince) it should always be followed by object + to + verb.
Ex. I get the mechanic to fix my car. 

Causative passive 
In changing causative passive the object of an active sentence becomes the subject of causative passive 
I make him go out. 

He is made to go out.  

Passive form of the tenses

Tense



active




passive 

Simple present 
They study English. 


English is studied by them.
Present progressive
They are studying English. 

English is being studied by them.   

Present prefect 
They have studied English.

English has been studied by them.
Present perfect 
They have been studying E.

English has been being studied.
Progressive
Simple past

They studied English.


English was studied by them.
Past progressive 
They were studying English. 

English was being studied by them.
Past prefect 

They had studied English.

English had been studied by them.
Past perfect

They had been studying E.

English had been being studied.
Progressive

Simple future

They will study English.

English will be studied by them.
Future perfect 
They will have studied English.
English will have been studied.
Making Question in Passive
Tense 



Active




Passive
 Simple Present
do you write a letter?


Is a litter written by you? 

Present progressive
are you making the chair? 

Is the chair being made by you? 



Present prefect
has the teacher helped us?

Have we been helped by the teacher?

Simple past

did many people use the book?
Was the book used by many people?





Past progressive
were they painting our room? 
Was our room being painted?
Past prefect  

had the teacher taught the class?
Had the class been taught by the teacher?

Future


Will the teacher explain the lesson? Will the lesson be explained by the teacher?

Future perfect
will they have bought a car?

Will a car have been bought?   
Verb + proposition 

When a verb + proposition is put into the passive voice, the proposition remains immediately after the verb

We were locked in the closet.

We must put out the fire.
Transitive and intransitive verbs:
  Transitive verb:  The verb which is followed by object is called transitive verbs.



You surprised me. 
Intransitive verb:
The verb which is not followed by object is called intransitive verb.




I usually sleep well.

Some verbs can be both transitive and intransitive.
England lost.
England lost the match.
The match was lost by England. 
Some transitive verbs can be followed by two objects (direct and indirect), which are called ditransitive verbs. In such a case, each object can be used as the subject of the sentence in passive voice. 

She sent me a letter





(Active)

I was sent a letter.





(Passive) 

A letter was sent to me. 




(Passive) 
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